
SUBCHAPTER 32W - ANESTHESIOLOGIST ASSISTANT REGULATIONS 

 

21 NCAC 32W .0101 DEFINITIONS 

The following definitions apply to this Subchapter: 

(1) "Anesthesiologist" means a physician who has successfully completed an anesthesiology training 

program approved by the Accreditation Committee on Graduate Medical Education or the 

American Osteopathic Association or who is credentialed to practice anesthesiology by a Hospital 

or an Ambulatory Surgical Facility. 

(2) "Anesthesiologist Assistant" means a person licensed by and registered with the Board pursuant to 

Rule .0102 of this Subchapter to provide anesthesia services under the supervision of a 

Supervising Anesthesiologist.   

(3) "Anesthesiologist Assistant License" means the authority for the Anesthesiologist Assistant to 

provide anesthesia services under North Carolina law. 

(4) "Board" means the North Carolina Medical Board. 

(5) "Certifying Examination" means the Certifying Examination for Anesthesiologist Assistants 

administered by the National Commission for Certification of Anesthesiologist Assistants or its 

successor organization. 

(6) "Primary Supervising Anesthesiologist" means the Supervising Anesthesiologist who accepts 

primary responsibility for the Anesthesiologist Assistant's professional activities, including 

developing and implementing the Anesthesiologist Assistant's Supervision Agreement and 

assuring the Board that the Anesthesiologist Assistant is qualified by education and training to 

perform all anesthesia services delegated to the Anesthesiologist Assistant. 

(7) "Renewal" means paying the annual renewal fee and providing the information requested by the 

Board as outlined in Rule .0104 of this Subchapter. 

(8) "Supervising Anesthesiologist" means an anesthesiologist who is responsible for supervising the 

Anesthesiologist Assistant in providing anesthesia services.  A Supervising Anesthesiologist must 

be licensed by the Board, actively engaged in clinical practice as an anesthesiologist, and 

immediately available onsite to provide assistance to the Anesthesiologist Assistant.   

(9) "Supervision" means overseeing the activities of, and accepting responsibility for, the anesthesia 

services rendered by an Anesthesiologist Assistant. 

(10) "Supervision Agreement" means a written agreement between the Primary Supervising 

Anesthesiologist(s) and an Anesthesiologist Assistant that describes the anesthesia services 

delegated to the Anesthesiologist Assistant consistent with the Anesthesiologist Assistant's 

qualifications, training, skill, competence, and the rules in this Subchapter. 

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 90-9.4; 90-18(c)(20); 90-18.5; 

Temporary Adoption Eff. January 28, 2008; 

Eff. April 1, 2008; 

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. March 1, 

2016. 

 

21 NCAC 32W .0102 QUALIFICATIONS FOR LICENSE 

(a)  Except as otherwise provided in this Subchapter, an individual shall obtain a license from the Board before 

practicing as an Anesthesiologist Assistant.  An applicant for an anesthesiologist assistant license shall: 

(1) submit a completed license application on forms provided by the Board; 

(2) supply a certified copy of applicant's birth certificate if the applicant was born in the United States 

or a certified copy of a valid and unexpired U.S. passport.  If the applicant does not possess proof 

of U.S. citizenship, the applicant must provide information about applicant's immigration and 

work status which the Board will use to verify applicant's ability to work lawfully in the United 

States; 

(3) pay the license fee established by Rule .0113 in this Subchapter; 

(4) submit to the Board proof of completion of a training program for Anesthesiologist Assistants 

accredited by the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs or its 

preceding or successor organization; 

(5) submit to the Board proof of current certification by the National Commission for Certification of 

Anesthesiologist Assistants (NCCAA) or its successor organization, including passage of the 



Certifying Examination for Anesthesiologist Assistants administered by the NCCAA within 12 

months after completing training; 

(6) certify that he or she is mentally and physically able to safely practice as an Anesthesiologist 

Assistant; 

(7) have no license, certificate, or registration as an Anesthesiologist Assistant currently under 

discipline, revocation, suspension, or probation; 

(8) have good moral character; and 

(9) submit to the Board any other information the Board deems necessary to determine if the applicant 

meets the requirements of the rules in this Subchapter. 

(b)  The Board may deny any application for licensure for any enumerated reason contained in G.S. 90-14 or for any 

violation of the Rules of this Subchapter. 

(c)  An applicant may be required to appear, in person, for an interview with the Board, or its representatives upon 

completion of all credentials. 

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 90-9.4; 90-18(c)(20); 90-18.5; 

Temporary Adoption Eff. January 28, 2008; 

Eff. April 1, 2008; 

Amended Eff. March 1, 2011; 

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. March 1, 

2016. 

 

21 NCAC 32W .0103 INACTIVE LICENSE STATUS 

(a)  By notifying the Board in writing, any Anesthesiologist Assistant may elect to place his or her license on 

inactive status.  An Anesthesiologist Assistant with an inactive license shall not practice as an Anesthesiologist 

Assistant. Any Anesthesiologist Assistant who engages in practice while his or her license is on inactive status shall 

be considered to be practicing without a license.   

(b)  An Anesthesiologist Assistant who has been inactive for less than six months may request reactivation of his or 

her license.   He or she shall pay the current annual fee as defined in Rule .0113 of this Subchapter, provide 

documentation to the Board verifying current certification by the National Commission for Certification of 

Anesthesiologist Assistants and shall complete the Board's registration form. 

(c)  An Anesthesiologist Assistant who has been inactive for more than six months shall submit an application for a 

license and pay the application fee as defined in Rule .0113 of this Subchapter.  The Board may deny any such 

application for any enumerated reason contained in G.S. 90-14 or for any violation of the Rules of this Subchapter. 

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 90-18(c)(20); 90-18.5; 

Temporary Adoption Eff. January 28, 2008; 

Eff. April 1, 2008; 

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. March 1, 

2016. 

 

21 NCAC 32W .0104 ANNUAL RENEWAL 

(a)  Each person who holds a license as an Anesthesiologist Assistant in this state shall renew his or her 

Anesthesiologist Assistant License each year no later than 30 days after his or her birthday by: 

(1) completing the Board's registration form;   

(2) verifying that he or she is currently certified by the National Commission for Certification of 

Anesthesiologist Assistants (NCCAA), or its successor organization; and 

(3) submitting the annual renewal fee under Rule .0113 of this Subchapter. 

(b)  The license of any Anesthesiologist Assistant who does not renew for a period of 30 days after certified notice 

of the failure to the licensee's last known address of record shall automatically become inactive. 

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 90-9.4; 90-13.1(f); 90-18(c)(20); 90-18.5; 

Temporary Adoption January 28, 2008; 

Eff. April 1, 2008; 

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. March 1, 

2016. 

 



21 NCAC 32W .0105 CONTINUING MEDICAL EDUCATION 

(a)  In order to maintain Anesthesiologist Assistant licensure, each Anesthesiologist Assistant shall complete at least 

40 hours of continuing medical education (CME) as required by the National Commission for Certification of 

Anesthesiologist Assistants (NCCAA), or its successor organization, for every two year period.  CME 

documentation must be available for inspection by the Board or an agent of the Board upon request. 

(b)  Each licensed Anesthesiologist Assistant shall comply with all recertification requirements of the NCCAA, or 

its successor organization, including registration of CME credit and successful completion of the Examination for 

Continued Demonstration of Qualifications of Anesthesiologist Assistants administered by the NCCAA. 

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 90-18(c)(20); 90-18.5; 

Temporary Adoption Eff. January 28, 2008; 

Eff. April 1, 2008; 

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. March 1, 

2016. 

 

21 NCAC 32W .0106 STUDENT ANESTHESIOLOGIST ASSISTANTS 

Student Anesthesiologist Assistants may provide anesthesia services under the supervision of a Supervising 

Anesthesiologist, provided a qualified anesthesia provider is present at all times while the patient is under anesthesia 

care.  

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 90-18.5; 

Temporary Adoption Eff. January 28, 2008; 

Eff. April 1, 2008; 

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. March 1, 

2016. 

 

21 NCAC 32W .0107 EXEMPTION FROM LICENSE 

Nothing in this Subchapter shall be construed to require licensure for: 

(1) a Student Anesthesiologist Assistant enrolled in an Anesthesiologist Assistant training program 

accredited by the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs or its 

successor organization;  or 

(2) agents or employees of physicians who perform delegated tasks in the office of a physician 

consistent with G.S. 90-18(c)(13)  and who are not rendering services as Anesthesiologist 

Assistants or identifying themselves as Anesthesiologist Assistants. 

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 90-18.5; 

Temporary Adoption Eff. January 28, 2008; 

Eff. April 1, 2008; 

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. March 1, 

2016. 

 

21 NCAC 32W .0108 SCOPE OF PRACTICE 

(a)  Anesthesiologist Assistants may provide anesthesia services only under the supervision of a Supervising 

Anesthesiologist and consistent with the Anesthesiologist Assistant's Supervision Agreement as defined by Rule 

.0101(10) of this Subchapter and the rules of this Subchapter.  No Anesthesiologist Assistant shall practice where a 

Supervising Anesthesiologist is not immediately available onsite to provide assistance to the Anesthesiologist 

Assistant. 

(b)  Anesthesiologist Assistants may perform those duties and responsibilities that are delegated by their Supervising 

Anesthesiologist(s).  The duties and responsibilities delegated to an Anesthesiologist Assistant shall be consistent 

with the Anesthesiologist Assistant's Supervision Agreement and the rules of this Subchapter.  

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 90-18(c)(20); 90-18.5; 

Temporary Adoption Eff. January 28, 2008; 

Eff. April 1, 2008; 

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. March 1, 

2016. 



 

21 NCAC 32W .0109 SUPERVISION OF ANESTHESIOLOGIST ASSISTANTS 

(a)  The Primary Supervising Anesthesiologist shall ensure that the Anesthesiologist Assistant's scope of practice is 

identified; that delegation of anesthesia services is appropriate to the level of competence of the Anesthesiologist 

Assistant; that the relationship of, and access to, each Supervising Anesthesiologist is defined; and that a process for 

evaluation of the Anesthesiologist Assistant's performance is established. 

(b)  The Supervision Agreement defined in Rule .0101(10) of this Subchapter must be signed by the Primary 

Supervising Anesthesiologist(s) and Anesthesiologist Assistant and shall be made available upon request by the 

Board or its agents. A list of all Supervising Anesthesiologists, signed and dated by each Supervising 

Anesthesiologist, the Primary Supervising Anesthesiologist, and the Anesthesiologist Assistant, must be retained as 

part of the Supervision Agreement and shall be made available upon request by the Board or its representatives. 

(c)  A Supervising Anesthesiologist, who need not be the Primary Supervising Anesthesiologist, shall supervise the 

Anesthesiologist Assistant and ensure that all anesthesia services delegated to the Anesthesiologist Assistant are 

consistent with the Anesthesiologist Assistant's Supervision Agreement. 

(d)  A Supervising Anesthesiologist may supervise up to four Anesthesiologist Assistants at one time. 

(e)  Entries by an Anesthesiologist Assistant into patient charts of inpatients (hospital, long term care institutions) 

must comply with the rules and regulations of the institution. 

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 90-18(c)(20); 90-18.5; 

Temporary Adoption Eff. January 28, 2008; 

Eff. April 1, 2008; 

Amended Eff. April 1, 2010; 

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. March 1, 

2016. 

 

21 NCAC 32W .0110 LIMITATIONS ON PRACTICE 

An Anesthesiologist Assistant shall not: 

(1) perform a task which has not been listed and delegated in the Supervision Agreement; 

(2) prescribe drugs, medications, or devices of any kind; however, this Rule does not preclude the 

Anesthesiologist Assistant from implementing or administering a treatment or pharmaceutical 

regimen prescribed by the Supervising Anesthesiologist. 

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 90-18.5; 

Temporary Adoption Eff. January 28, 2008; 

Eff. April 1, 2008; 

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. March 1, 

2016. 

 

21 NCAC 32W .0111 TITLE AND PRACTICE PROTECTION 

Any person who is licensed to provide anesthesia services as an Anesthesiologist Assistant under this Subchapter 

may use the title "Anesthesiologist Assistant," "AA," "Anesthesiologist Assistant–Certified," or "AA-C."  An 

Anesthesiologist Assistant who is doctorally prepared shall not use the title "Doctor," or the appellation "Dr.," on a 

name badge or other form of identification when practicing in a clinical setting. 

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 90-18(c)(20); 90-18.5; 90-640; 

Temporary Adoption Eff. January 28, 2008; 

Eff. April 1, 2008; 

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. March 1, 

2016. 

 

21 NCAC 32W .0112 IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 

An Anesthesiologist Assistant licensed under this Subchapter shall keep proof of current licensure and registration 

available for inspection at the primary place of practice and shall, when engaged in professional activities, wear a 

name tag identifying the licensee as an "Anesthesiologist Assistant," which may be abbreviated as "AA," or as a 

"Certified Anesthesiologist Assistant," which may be abbreviated as "CAA." 

 



History Note: Authority G.S. 90-18.5; 90-640; 

Temporary Adoption Eff. January 28, 2008; 

Eff. April 1, 2008; 

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. March 1, 

2016; 

Amended Eff. March 1, 2019. 

 

21 NCAC 32W .0113 FEES 

The Board requires the following fees: 

(1) Anesthesiologist Assistant License Application Fee—one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00). 

(2) Annual Renewal Fee—one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00), except that an Anesthesiologist 

Assistant who registers not later than 30 days after his or her birthday shall pay an annual 

registration fee of one hundred twenty-five dollars ($125.00). 

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 90-13.1(f); 90-18.5; 

Temporary Adoption Eff. January 28, 2008; 

Eff. April 1, 2008; 

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. March 1, 

2016. 

 

21 NCAC 32W .0114 VIOLATIONS 

The Board pursuant to G.S. 90-14 may place on probation with or without conditions, impose limitations and 

conditions on, publicly reprimand, assess monetary redress, issue public letters of concern, mandate free medical 

services, require satisfactory completion of treatment programs or remedial or educational training, fine, deny, 

annul, suspend, or revoke the license, or other authority to function as a anesthesiologist assistant in this State.  The 

following acts constitute violations: 

(1) Failure to function in accordance with the rules of this Subchapter or with any provision of G.S. 

90-14; 

(2) Representing oneself as a physician; or 

(3) Allowing one's certification with the National Commission for Certification of Anesthesiologist 

Assistants (NCCAA) or its successor organization to lapse at any time. 

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 90-18.5; 

Temporary Adoption Eff. January 28, 2008; 

Eff. April 1, 2008; 

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. March 1, 

2016. 

 

21 NCAC 32W .0115 PRACTICE DURING A DISASTER 

An Anesthesiologist Assistant licensed in this State or in any other state may practice as an Anesthesiologist 

Assistant under the supervision of an Anesthesiologist licensed to practice medicine in North Carolina during a 

disaster within a county in which a state of disaster has been declared or counties contiguous to a county in which a 

state of disaster has been declared (in accordance with G.S. 166A-6). A team of Anesthesiologist(s) and 

Anesthesiologist Assistant(s) practicing pursuant to this Rule shall not be required to maintain on-site 

documentation describing supervisory arrangements as otherwise required in Rules .0109 of this Subchapter. The 

Board may waive other regulatory requirements regarding licensure and practice to facilitate an Anesthesiologist 

Assistant practicing during a disaster consistent with G.S. 90-12.2. 

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 90-12.2; 166A-6; 

Temporary Adoption Eff. January 28, 2008; 

Eff. April 1, 2008; 

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. March 1, 

2016. 

 

21 NCAC 32W .0116 ANESTHESIOLOGIST ASSISTANT PRACTICE AND LIMITED LICENSE FOR 

DISASTERS AND EMERGENCIES 



(a)  The Board shall waive requirements for licensure in the circumstances set forth in G.S. 90-12.5.  

(b)  There are two ways for anesthesiologist assistants to practice under this Rule: 

(1) Hospital to Hospital Credentialing: An anesthesiologist assistant who holds an unrestricted license 

in good standing to practice as an anesthesiologist assistant in another U.S. state, territory, or 

district and has unrestricted hospital credentials and privileges in any U.S. state, territory, or 

district may practice at a licensed North Carolina hospital upon the following terms and 

conditions: 

(A) the licensed North Carolina hospital shall verify all anesthesiologist assistant credentials 

and privileges; 

(B) the licensed North Carolina hospital shall keep a list of all anesthesiologist assistants 

coming to practice and shall provide this list to the Board within 10 days of each 

anesthesiologist assistant practicing at the licensed North Carolina hospital. The licensed 

North Carolina hospital shall also provide the Board a list of when each anesthesiologist 

assistant has stopped practicing at the hospital under this Rule within 10 days after each 

anesthesiologist assistant has ceased practicing under this Rule; 

(C) all anesthesiologist assistants practicing under this Rule shall be authorized to practice in 

North Carolina and deemed to be licensed in North Carolina and the Board shall have 

jurisdiction under G.S. 90-14(a) over all anesthesiologist assistants practicing under this 

Rule for all purposes set forth in or related to Article 1 of Chapter 90 of the North 

Carolina General Statutes, and the Board shall retain jurisdiction over any and all 

anesthesiologist assistants after they have stopped practicing under this Rule; 

(D) anesthesiologist assistants may practice under this section for the shorter of: 

(i) 30 days from the date the anesthesiologist assistant has started practicing under 

this Rule; or 

(ii) a statement is made by an appropriate authority that the emergency or disaster 

declaration has been withdrawn or ended and, at such time, the license issued 

shall become inactive; and 

(E) anesthesiologist assistants practicing under this Rule shall not receive any compensation 

outside of their customary compensation for the provision of medical services during a 

disaster or emergency. 

(2) Limited Emergency License: An anesthesiologist assistant who holds an unrestricted license in 

good standing to practice as an anesthesiologist assistant in another U.S. state, territory, or district 

may apply for a limited emergency license on the following conditions: 

(A) the applicant must complete an application; 

(B) the Board shall verify that the anesthesiologist assistant holds an unrestricted license in 

good standing to practice in another U.S. state, territory, or district; 

(C) in response to a declared disaster or state of emergency and in order to best serve the 

public interest, the Board may limit the anesthesiologist assistant's scope of practice; 

(D) the Board shall have jurisdiction under G.S. 90-14(a) over all anesthesiologist assistants 

practicing under this Rule for all purposes set forth in or related to Article 1 of Chapter 

90 of the North Carolina General Statutes, and the Board shall retain jurisdiction over any 

and all anesthesiologist assistants after they have stopped practicing under this Rule; 

(E) this license shall be in effect for the shorter of: 

(i) 30 days from the date the anesthesiologist assistant has started practicing under 

this Rule; or 

(ii) a statement is made by an appropriate authority that the emergency or disaster 

declaration has been withdrawn or ended and, at such time the license issued 

shall become inactive; and 

(F) anesthesiologist assistants holding limited emergency licenses shall not receive any 

compensation outside of their customary compensation for the provision of [medical 

services during a disaster or emergency. 

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 90-5.1(a)(3); 90-12.5; 90-14(a);  

Emergency Adoption Eff. October 2, 2018; 

Emergency Adoption Exp. Eff. December 14, 2018; 

Eff. July 1, 2019. 



 

 


